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4 T'wish to go more and more outside to be among the
4 problems of nature and problems of human

Beings in their working places...I think the tree Isan’
4 clement of regeneration, which in itself is 3 concept of
# time. The oak is especially so because it is a slowly
i growing tree with a kind of really solid heartwood. [t
4 has always been a form of sculpture, a symbol for this
% planet ever since the Druids, who are called after the
4 0ak. Druid means oak. They used their oaks to define
4 their holy places. I can see such a use for the future as

representing the really progressive character of the ideg

4 of understanding art when it is related to the life of hy-
4 mankind within the social body in the future. The tree
4 Planting enterprise provides a very simple but radical
4 possibility for this when we start with the seven thou-
sand oaks.” '

Joseph Beuys

P

“The true capital of the world is the human ability for
creativity, freedom and self-determination in al] their
working places.”

Joseph Beuys
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i‘ The Joseph Beuys Tree partnership is inspired by Ger-
4 Man visual artist Joseph Beuys’ (1 921-1986) extensive Fy
4 7000 Oak tree planting project—a far-reaching vision- &
;. ATy program that transformed the sidewalks and land- i
4 Scape of Kassel, Germany with the planting of 7000 Y
4= oak trees. Each tree is placed next to a large stone. F 3
# The nutrients from the stone feed the tree’s roots, A
while the shade from the tree keeps the stone cool, i
% thus exemplifying a symbiotic relationship. The solid i
4 stone beside the ever-changing tree exemplifies F Y
4 Beuys’ philosophy that these two natural and yet op- #&
i positional qualities are complimentary and coexistv i‘
4 harmoniously. The artist also coined the term ‘soqal Fy
4 sculpture’ which describes the process of communica- &
# tion and collaboration between artists and citizens to
i Create environmental artwork beneficial to the com-
4 Munity. Beuys felt that these community-based art
# structures or projects might change the way people
# relate to the world in which they live. We hope you
enjoy them as much as the creators in this community
4 have.
s
*
I Wye Oak
4 The Wye Oak, located at Wye Mills, Talbot County,
# Maryland, is a_beautiful White Oak estimated to be
* nearly 500 years old and is the largest white oak tree
4 onrecord in the United States. It measures 31°2” in
4 circumference and is 79° tall with a crown spread of
%102, A seedling from the Wye Oak has been planted
behind this bench. Enjoy its youth and come back to
4 see its growth.
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IF THIS BENCH COULD TALK

[ come from the long ago. 1'm not re ally sure how old T am.
Lremember Indian camps, dusn: roads, ov-carts, horses, wagons,
stugecoaches. and travelers on foor Ahour 1890 or so diwas, so
ani told. when Iwas cur dovwn ar Jasg “vorgin timber, ” they called
me. Seemed 10 prize me greatly. dee laring me just richt.” Not
until later did Ilearn thar onlvcertain extremely 1ight erain trees —
such as fir, cvpress, redwood. and pine were considered good
enouglh for pickle harrely.

They put me 10 work in pickle factory, filled with pickles and
pickle brine. You'd he amazed how popular was! Time pussed
and I'was empticd. dricd our, and rudely et o ror Bur | didn 't
Horseless carriages chugged by, cars whiz=cd v, and much later,
Jet planes screamed far overhead. leaving cloudy trails hehind.

L truly-thought my it ways done, bur not so - about a hundred vears
after Iwas first filled with pickles, | was picked up and hauled in a
truck 1o a small carpenter shop. This time my destim: was to
hecome a beneh. But nos just anv-bench  no indeed! But rather
one lovinglyv crearcd by my craftsman and an architect, of all things!
Iwas intended 1o retain the nanral roundness of the barrel 1 had
/)Ljen solong. Fven the staves came along; they were fushioned into
legs.

So heve Fam, in this heautiful pluce. Screne, isn'tit? 4
place invwhich to dream. 10 meditate, to recover from stress and
rauma. a place in which to reconnect. Lean back, Stranger, and
rest. Inme is the strength of half a millennium: pernidt me to share
iwith vou. But in me 100 i peace and wranquiliry.

Do not leave me uniil thar strengih and peace comes to you.
And when you do leave me, don'r stay awav long.

FUbe here, waiting for vou—in this sacred place.

This waterproof journal is Jor UMBC / Joseph Beuys
Tree Partners hip. Please leave for futire guests.
Thank you.




